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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 12 March on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [1.12 pm]: I have been patiently waiting for my turn to speak on the Premier’s 
Statement. I am glad that I was in the chamber earlier than I had anticipated. I sat in this place and listened with 
great attention to the Premier’s Statement. I heard about his forecasts and about what the government proposes to 
achieve over the next 12 months. I listened also to how the Premier’s Statement was couched. The Premier told 
us how wonderful and rosy things are. Certainly, this is an unprecedented time of prosperity. However, not all is 
rosy. I could talk about many matters all day, but I will confine myself to matters that concern my constituents, 
who elected me to this place and who rely on me to speak boldly on their behalf. When I was preparing to speak 
on this statement, I chose certain issues in certain localities in my electorate that I decided needed to be 
addressed. I will touch upon them as I proceed, but not in any particular order. I also have made a list of the 
promises that this government made to my electorate in 2004. I will go through the list to identify what has been 
delivered or not delivered and what has been delivered in a different format.  

One of the key wishes from my constituents concerns the health services at Pinjarra Murray District Hospital. 
The hospital has a proud tradition and it has serviced the community for many years. Generations of people, 
including the McClarty family, were born at that hospital. It has been the focal point of the community. Some 10 
years ago the hospital was showing its age when the then Court government decided to build Peel Health 
Campus because of the rapid expansion of Mandurah. Unfortunately, Pinjarra Murray District Hospital took a 
back seat when Peel Health Campus was built. The then government intended to revisit Pinjarra Murray District 
Hospital and restore it to its former self when Peel Health Campus was up and running. However, there was a 
change of government and over time Pinjarra Murray District Hospital has deteriorated. In effect, Pinjarra 
Murray District Hospital is not a hospital in real terms because it does not have a 24-hour emergency medical 
facility. That issue was heightened when a tragic accident occurred in Pinjarra a number of years ago. A young 
lad, who lived adjacent to the hospital, fell through a shower screen and received horrific injuries. Unfortunately, 
he perished. There is a question of whether he would have survived, notwithstanding the injuries that he 
sustained; he might not have survived in any event. However, he did not have a chance of surviving his injuries 
because he had to be transported more than 18 kilometres to be treated at Peel Health Campus.  

Pinjarra Murray District Hospital was run by the community through a board. Currently the hospital is 
administered by Rockingham-Kwinana District Hospital, which is 30 or 40 kilometres away. That does not sit 
well with local people because they do not feel as though they have ownership of the hospital. There is plenty of 
land on the hospital site and there are plenty of opportunities to develop the hospital so that it will benefit not 
only Pinjarra, but also the surrounding towns, including Waroona, Dwellingup, North Dandalup and South 
Yunderup, and the rapidly expanding areas in that proximity. I believe that the government, which is flush with 
money, is spending the money in other areas. It does not consider my constituents to be a priority. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I will get to that in a minute, minister; just relax. There was a change of plan and an allied 
health clinic was to be built there at a cost of $5.4 million. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I said it was $4 million, but you are right; it is more than $5 million. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: It is $5.4 million. The Labor Party promised at the last election to build a 24-hour medical 
emergency facility, but there has been a change of plan. The government could argue that it is consulting with 
the community. However, we still do not have a 24-hour facility. That is the number one issue for people who 
live in the Murray electorate. I agree with the concept of the new health clinic, which will attract doctors to the 
town so that they can hang out their shingle and serve the health division well into the future. However, we must 
look beyond that. The world’s largest alumina production is located in that area and the Boddington goldmine is 
coming online. A number of development projects are occurring in the Peel region. The Minister for Peel might 
be able to assist me. Currently some $5 billion worth of development is being invested in the Peel region. About 
$50 billion is being invested in development statewide and 10 per cent of that investment is in the Peel region. 
Peel is carrying its weight when providing for and contributing to the wealth of this great state and also this 
country.  
I move now to the number of unfulfilled election promises made by the Labor Party. I refer to the $200 000 
commitment made by the Gallop government to refurbish the old Pinjarra Courthouse, which has now been 
refurbished. The courthouse is heritage listed and that heritage listing is a problem. The building is not occupied 
and, as far as I am aware, there are no plans for the building to be occupied. I examined the prospect of moving 
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my electorate office into one of a number of heritage-listed buildings in Pinjarra, including Edenvale, the 
courthouse and the Freemasons building. Unfortunately, the Department of the Premier and Cabinet will not 
contemplate anyone moving into a heritage-listed building because too much structural change is required to 
make them suitable for use as an electorate office.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: We did not want you to become a relic of the past. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The minister would have to admit that Edenvale is a very beautiful place. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: It is a very special place. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Edenvale is a very special place, steeped in history. Pinjarra is the fourth oldest 
municipality in Western Australia. I believe Guildford is the oldest, and York is the second. I am not sure which 
municipality is next oldest. I remind members who do not know their history that Pinjarra is older than Perth. 
Cosmetic work has been done in the area of Pinjarra. That is to be compared with some of the great urban 
renewal work that has been done by the government in some areas—I will give the government a pat on the 
back—including the work done by the member for Armadale through the Armadale Redevelopment Authority 
and the member for Midland through the Midland Redevelopment Authority. The authorities have done a 
marvellous job on some areas that were looking pretty shabby. The other day I cast my eyes over some figures 
and noticed that the foreshore redevelopment in the member for Geraldton’s electorate will cost $30 million. 
That project has just come back for another little top up of $3 million. I know—as do all members—about all 
manner of significant problems in Geraldton, including sand dumping on the beach. However, this government 
seems to be able to drop money into certain electorates. I could be cynical and assume that the government is 
well and truly keeping an eye on the future and on the electorates in which its next election successes might be. I 
am not sure where Pinjarra fits into the picture. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: There has been a Pinjarra sustainability study and initiative. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I have that on my list of topics, minister. I am not sure whether I will have the time to 
speak to it.  
I turn now to the matter of the Pinjarra bypass and the advent of the new Perth-Bunbury highway. Many of the 
people who drive along the South Western Highway will use Greenlands Road, a road that turns off near the 
Pinjarra Trotting Club—a fantastic trotting club that I will speak about later—and links up with the freeway and 
all the way into Perth. Greenlands Road is a country farm road. As a bituminised road, not much wider than this 
section of the chamber, it will support major traffic flows when it joins the freeway. We sought a capital input 
from the federal government. I know the federal member for Canning, Don Randall, was chasing $10 million. I 
understand that he had some sort of arrangement with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure in which it 
was said that $20 million was needed to do the job and that if Don Randall could get $10 million committed 
from the federal government, the state government would consider putting up the other $10 million. I understood 
that that was a done deal, yet now, after a change of federal government, I am not sure whether some of those 
election promises will be met.  

Mr P. Papalia: Was it one of those deals done in the last five minutes before the election? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: No, it was not, member for Peel. The deal was made significantly before the election. It 
was a deal that we had been pushing for some time. However, we will see what happens. This also goes to a 
number of other issues. I know the member for Mandurah is in the house and I am sure that he is equally keen to 
see how this pans out. I understand that some of the commitments we have are a bit shaky.  
Something that is near and dear to me is surf lifesaving. I understand that there might be some doubt about the 
construction of facilities for the Port Bouvard Surf Sports and Life Saving Group because of—and I do not want 
to use this terrible word—reneging. I understand that the application went through the due process of approvals 
and that it now appears that some doubt hangs over the development of that piece of infrastructure. There also 
appears to be doubts about the fantastic new playing field for the Mandurah Pirates Rugby Union Club in the 
Meadow Springs area. This has been a huge issue for all the people in my electorate, who do not have access to 
public open space. The lack of public open space in the immediate area of Meadow Springs was one of the issues 
that brought me to this place. I was a member of the ratepayers association formed way back in 1994, and the 
issue of public open space was a prime mover for the formation of the association. I understand that the new 
rugby playing field may be in jeopardy and that a number of other social programs are in question. These matters 
need to be resolved, and I will take them up with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, in conjunction 
with Greenlands Road, because that too is an important piece of infrastructure that needs to be brought online if 
we are to avoid road congestion problems for people moving from the south to the north. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: As the Minister for Peel, I know that you have had ongoing discussions with the Shire of 
Murray and I acknowledge that Greenlands Road is an important infrastructure project for the region.  
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Mr M.J. COWPER: Great. That is good news.  
I attended a meeting in North Dandalup last night. Prior to the 2005 election, I remember attending a community 
meeting at the North Dandalup Lesser Hall. Main Roads WA turned up with some beautiful big streetscape plans 
for North Dandalup. It was going to do up North Dandalup, which, I might add, is nearly as old as Pinjarra. 
Singleton first set up his operations in North Dandalup. He was the chap who represented the region in the 
Legislative Council way back in 1848 or thereabouts, taking over from Thomas Peel. Singleton set up North 
Dandalup. At the meeting in the community hall, Main Roads rolled out these fantastic plans that were subject to 
finance being provided. Every year I write to the minister or to Main Roads and ask whether the streetscape 
plans for North Dandalup feature in the forward estimates. Each year I am told they do not. I was told the year 
before last that they were not in the forward estimates and I was told the same thing last year. I look forward to 
the soon-to-be-announced budget forward estimates to see whether there is anything in them for the proposed 
streetscape redevelopment.  
Of particular interest is the primary school in North Dandalup. It is a fantastic primary school—Merilyn Jones, 
school principal of the year, worked there—which is about two kilometres out of town on the South Western 
Highway on the other side of town. That location is a little unfortunate because most of the 101 students who 
attend the school have to cross the South Western Highway and walk along the edge of the road. A lot of heavy 
traffic moves through the town on the South Western Highway. This is all part of the proposed redevelopment of 
the streetscape but, unfortunately, like everything else, it is on the priority list of the government.  

[Extension granted.] 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The issue of the North Dandalup streetscape is very important. I know that the member for 
Peel, in his capacity as the Minister for Environment and Conservation, cannot comment on the discussion at last 
night’s meeting about the matter of a sandmining operation that hangs over the head of the people not only of 
Keysbrook, a town in the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale’s electorate, but also of North Dandalup, a town in 
my electorate. The community has major concerns about the sustainability of that project. The impact of that 
project is an issue of acute concern for people who live in the area. They do not support a mineral sands mining 
operation in North Dandalup. It is not an open cut; it is a type of broad-range mining, and it will devastate not 
only sensitive soils and the habitat of rare and endangered cockatoos, but also the amenity of the area. 
Dr G.G. Jacobs interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: That is currently before the minister at the moment and I know that he cannot comment 
about it. However, it is something that is acutely in the minds of the people of North Dandalup.  
Moving up the hill, Dwellingup is a great place to live and the people there have proved their resilience over a 
number of years. In February 1961 the town was burnt to the ground and it was rebuilt. The town was threatened 
again last year, and the people, showing their resolve, are now rebuilding the Hotham Valley Railway. I am very 
pleased that the state government has contributed the money to rebuild the railway. When I was recently at 
Dwellingup to look at the progress made on the railway works, I was reliably informed that we will be able to 
travel on the Hotham Valley Railway very shortly. I understand that the state government has come forward and 
said that it will contribute $2.4 million. I am told that none of that money will come from the federal 
government. I find that extraordinary, because after the fire last year, and with the assistance of the president of 
the Murray Shire, I spoke to the Premier about the need to declare the fire a natural disaster in order to be able to 
access funding from the natural disaster program. That would have resulted in the federal government stumping 
up half the cost required to repair the infrastructure in that area. I was of the view that that is what had occurred. 
After a lot of persuasion it took six days for the Premier to finally declare the area a natural disaster area. It was 
reported back to me that the Premier said that only 16 homes had been destroyed. I took exception to that. I am 
not sure what is the precursor for qualifying for national disaster relief funding. How many houses have to be 
destroyed before some sort of relief is forthcoming? In the end the Premier and the government saw the wisdom 
of their ways and the area was declared a national disaster area, and I thank them for that.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: It is disappointing that the federal government did not contribute.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I would like to revisit that, minister, because I was told that the Prime Minister was 
waiting on a call from the Premier and that the federal government would have stumped up half of that cost. I 
will follow that up and if it is not the case, I might even write a letter to the minister to that effect; I will take up 
the matter and find out what the problem was. Until a few days ago I was of the view that the federal government 
did stump up half of the disaster relief funding.  

Until about two years ago a community nurse by the name of Anna Cook, who lives in Dwellingup, held a clinic 
in Dwellingup each Thursday. Unfortunately, the hall that she operated out of—it was a community asset—had 
to be shut down because of termites. Since then the community has been looking for suitable premises. I wrote to 
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the Minister for Health and was advised that the department was looking at some options. One option was a 
coffee shop that had private rooms off to one side. It was found to be unsuitable.  

More recently it was decided to operate out of the school. Having community health nurses operating out of a 
school has some synergies, but also it gives people good reason to question whether it is suitable for some people 
to be near the school. The community had a concern about a person in the community whom they did not want to 
be around kids. I wrote to the minister and said that some parents in that neck of the woods were uneasy with the 
notion of having adults loitering near the school precinct and that another option should be made available. I 
understand that the community health nurse, who operates primarily in Pinjarra, is operating out of a car. I am 
sure members would agree that it is an unsatisfactory and ludicrous situation. I have written to the minister and 
will wait for his response. We should have a community asset from which the community health nurse could 
operate on a once-a-week basis. It would also provide premises for specialists to operate from. It could become a 
resource centre. I am sure that the community could make use of such an asset. It would have a multipurpose 
function. The Dwellingup community group that meets regularly—generally they meet at the school or 
community hall—would make use of such a facility. I am pleased that last year government members visited the 
beautiful town of Dwellingup.  

I refer now to the town of Coolup, in which there is a problem. The Perth-Harvey water pipeline runs past the 
town, yet the local community is one of the few communities in the south west strip that does not have access to 
reticulated water. The Harvey pipeline reticulates Harvey, Waroona, Yarloop, Pinjarra, North Dandalup, 
Keysbrook and other towns along that route. The only town that does not have access to that facility is Coolup.  

The bushfire at Dwellingup travelled up the hill to Dwellingup and over the hill along the Coolup valley. 
Fantastic volunteers were involved in putting out that fire, but the biggest problem they experienced was the 
logistics of trying to get water to the firefighters. Headquarters were based at Dwellingup and on the flat at 
Coolup. The area is serviced by an overhead water tank, which I know the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services saw because, after he landed in the area in a helicopter with the Premier, while walking across the 
paddock I pointed out to the minister that that was the only water supply available to the firefighters. That is all 
right when there is only a small fire, but with approximately 187 firefighters lining up to get water from the tank, 
they encounter a problem with the tank having to be refilled. They have to rely on a bore—a submersible pump 
in the ground—that pumps water up into the tank. The pump has a capacity of about 6 000 litres an hour.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: What is the capacity of the tank?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: It is in the vicinity of 1 500 to 20 000 litres. It is an old tank on a stand — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Is this in Coolup?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: Yes. Coolup has a fantastic fire station; structurally it is one of the best I have seen. It has 
a fantastic group of volunteers who perform extremely well and I am immensely proud of them. I have one of 
their hats and I wear it with pride.  

When they want to fill the tank rapidly to get the trucks moving, they use a gate valve, and the gravity feed flows 
into the tank from which the trucks are filled. The problem is refilling the tank. In a fire, power is lost, and 
without power water cannot be pumped from the bore to fill the tank. One fantastic community member donated 
a generator at a cost of over $10 000 to provide power to the complex. Power is an issue in Coolup. The Western 
Power website indicates that it has the most blackouts of any place in Western Australia. When it comes to 
firefighting capacity, access to the pipeline is necessary. The pipeline is situated only two miles out of the town. 
All that is needed is a T-piece off the pipeline to feed the water into the fire station. If that were done, there 
would no longer be a problem. Previously we had to go in the opposite direction to the fire to refill the fire 
trucks. We are also using the same outlet to fill tankers to take to an airfield in Mounsey Road to fill the 
firefighting water bombers, the PC3s or whatever, which come from Bunbury. I commend the work that those 
pilots did during that fire. They are mad; they have to be to fly those planes the way they do!  

I refer now to new schools. I often hear in this place the Minister for Education and Training say how many new 
schools have been built and how good the government’s education policy is. Not a single new school in my 
electorate is proposed. There is not even one proposed in the forward estimates. Meadow Springs and 
Ravenswood need a primary school. The area known as Riverland Ramble in Ravenswood is being developed 
and it is anticipated that 19 000 homes will be built, with another 2 000 at Austin Cove, which is a Satterley 
development. At Point Grey, land purchased for $92 million will be developed. At west Pinjarra, a company is 
building 17 000-odd homes. A canal development is proposed at Furnissdale, which will be in the minister’s 
electorate at the next election. We have the potential in the Murray shire for up to 100 000 new homes, yet the 
government has not made a commitment to construct primary schools.  

Members would be aware of the problems I had as the local member to get school bus services for children who 
live in the Furnissdale-Barragup area. That area has been encroached upon by the Public Transport Authority. 
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For the last 50 years the people living in that area have been sending their kids to Pinjarra Senior High School 
and Pinjarra Primary School, and now they are being forced to send their children elsewhere because of the 
ridiculous situation with the Department of Education and Training not talking to the Public Transport Authority. 
The outcome is a number of disgruntled members of the public. I suggest to the government that one solution 
would be to urgently plan a new primary school for Ravenswood.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: There needs to be a local area planning process.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: It is one of the areas with which we are always going to have difficulty. This will happen 
in the member for Mandurah’s electorate. When it does, I hope he picks up on it. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: The member is right. The Ravenswood area is a rapidly growing area. What is its current 
population?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: There are 1 300 homes in Barragup and Furnissdale, 800 homes in Ravenswood and 
another 450 homes in North Dandalup. There are 1 200-odd homes in South Yunderup, but that figure is 
growing because of the Austin Cove development. It is just the tip of the iceberg.  

I refer to the mosquito problem in my area. The local government has instituted the Contiguous Local Authority 
Group. I am sure the members for Mandurah and Dawesville would agree that mosquitoes have been a real 
problem this year.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: It is the worst year that I can remember.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I have been told that this year has been the worst in 20 years. The incidence of Ross River 
virus is up 400 per cent. Believe it or not, the worst place in the Peel region is Halls Head; the second worst is 
Greenfields. Indeed, no place is untouched by the Ross River virus epidemic that comes about with a surge. The 
mosquito problem was predicted with the La Niña effect, as opposed to the El Niño effect. The La Niña effect 
involves increased rainfall and seasonal tides. An entomologist who came to our rotary club told us that 
scientists are looking at ways of dealing with the problem in the future. We must invest money into research and 
development. As with any remedy that works for a period of time, nature will takes its course and develop an 
immunity to certain applications. We must consider ways of managing this problem in the future, because more 
and more people will move into the area. I was talking to Mayor Creevey the other day and she told me that 
when a person buys a property in Mandurah, the land title to the property states that the person is buying a home 
in a mosquito-prone area. People buy in the area knowing full well that they may come up against Ross River 
virus. People need to be educated on this issue. Ross River sounds like a place to which one would go for a 
holiday. People may think that Barmah Forest sounds nice and head there for a holiday! The disease and its 
impact on the community—I refer to the loss of productivity and the costs to the health system—should be given 
more importance. There must be scope for additional funding for the area, because we are suffering from the 
effects of Ross River virus.  

I would like to see more tourism development. Last year the Peel region had the worst statistic for road deaths in 
country regional Western Australia. That is not something that I am proud of. I acknowledge that a lot of people 
travel through our community. The police in our area are doing a fantastic job with hoon drivers, but we need to 
do more. Whenever I hear an ambulance siren, a fire engine siren or a police vehicle siren, or whenever I hear a 
helicopter overhead, I wonder which poor soul has been lost.  

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [1.45 pm]: I am pleased to make a contribution to the debate on the Premier’s 
Statement. I note that the member for Albany jumped to his feet. I apologise for getting the call before the 
member for Albany. Neither of us has spoken for some time!  

I want to raise four issues that are pertinent to my electorate, three of which I am pleased to say are initiatives 
that I have personally proposed with some success and with the agreement of some local stakeholders.  

The first issue I want to raise is the issue of violence in schools. For those members who are unaware, there is a 
problem with violence in schools in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, particularly at the high school level. For some time I 
have been approached by a number of teachers who are concerned about violence that is being perpetrated by 
students against students and by students against teachers. The second of those two issues is of particular 
concern, especially when one considers that some high school teachers are females aged 22 or 23 years and are 
only five feet tall. Some high school kids are particularly tall and menacing. That imbalance is of concern to me 
and it is of concern to not only the teachers whom I represent, but also many parents in my electorate. With that 
in mind, I have worked with a number of teachers over a period to determine an outcome that will ultimately 
result in those violent and particularly disrespectful students removed from high school campuses. Headmasters 
have the power to suspend and expel students. They use the suspension function, but I am sorry to report that 
many students regard that as a reward for their bad behaviour and take the opportunity to stay home and watch 
television or play computer games. There is a move away from expelling students. It is part of a politically 
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correct movement that began about seven, eight or nine years ago. Many principals are reticent to expel students. 
Even if principals are of the mind to expel students, it is a difficult and cumbersome process.  

With all that in mind, I wrote to the Minister for Education and Training on 14 December 2006 and suggested 
that something needed to be done. The particular proposal that I had in mind involved removing those 
particularly violent and/or abusive students from the school campus after they had met certain criteria and having 
them taught by one or two tougher teachers in a classroom separate from the school campus. The key to making 
this work is the removal of violent students from the school campus. Many acts of violence are perpetrated 
during the recess and lunch periods or on the bus to or from school. I accept the point of view that it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to exclude or expel students from the school system. I propose that we set up a new 
classroom that is taught by a couple of the Department of Education and Training’s better teachers who, perhaps, 
should be paid a bit more than other teachers. Those teachers would consider it a real challenge to try to get such 
kids back on track. They could teach them whatever they are prepared to learn, work with them on some of their 
social skills and guide them on the path to recovery. The ultimate goal is not necessarily to ensure that those 
students receive a great education; rather, it is to ensure that the students they leave behind on the school campus 
receive a great education. There are many good students in the school community who are genuinely interested 
in learning and in getting ahead. However, almost on a daily basis they are abused, cajoled and pushed around by 
school bullies. As we sit in this chamber today, members may not think this is a significant issue. However, 
some parents keep their kids home from school from time to time because they are worried about the violence 
perpetrated against them by other students. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Are the kids who are bullies special needs children or are they just bullies?  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I think most of them fit into the latter category. They are a disruptive influence. They are 
bullies who do not want to learn and who have no interest in remaining at school. Therefore, they are intent on 
disrupting the lives and education of others. My proposal involves having those students removed from the 
school campus and taking them to a separate location where they would be taught by a couple of tough teachers. 
If those students were of a mind not to learn or to continue to be disruptive in that new environment, that would 
obviously be a choice for them to make. However, at least we as a society could then acquit our responsibilities 
to those children by not simply throwing them out of the school system altogether; rather, we could provide a 
different learning environment for them and allow the existing school campus to become relatively trouble free.  

I am pleased to say that my proposal met with a lot of support from teachers to whom I had spoken, and also 
from parents in my electorate of Kalgoorlie. I wrote to the minister on 14 December, and he wrote back to me on 
12 February 2007 with what would appear to be a very standard ministerial response that glossed over the issue, 
committed to nothing and said everything. I was very disappointed at the Minister for Education and Training’s 
response to what I considered and many people in Kalgoorlie considered to be an excellent idea. Members can 
imagine my surprise when, on 16 June 2007, having written that very ambivalent letter to me on 
12 February 2007, the Minister for Education and Training put out a press release that stated that he had this 
wonderful new idea; in fact, he was going to set up these new off-campus behavioural classroom centres to deal 
with violent and abusive students. The minister stated that this trial may well be replicated across the state, and 
that the three trial areas were to be Fremantle, Canning, and—members guessed it—Kalgoorlie! On one hand I 
would like to congratulate the Minister for Education and Training for picking up on that initiative; on the other 
hand I think it is worthy of note that the Minister for Education and Training is not enough of a statesman to 
acknowledge when somebody from the opposition has a good idea. I know some government ministers are 
prepared to give credit where credit is due. The issue, of course, is not necessarily about credit, but about making 
sure these things work. I am advised that the one in Kalgoorlie is working particularly well, and has provided 
considerable respite to teachers and students at the high school. 

The second initiative I raise has its roots in my previous life in small business. To give members a well-rounded 
understanding of the proposal that I have put forward, I recount a tale of the times when I was running my 
automotive spare parts operation, Goldfields Auto Spares. I distinctly remember being woken up at about two 
o’clock one Christmas morning after perhaps indulging myself a little too much the night before. The alarm had 
gone off at our shop, so I went down there, and, true to form, the front window was smashed — 

Mr P.B. Watson: I hope you didn’t drive there! 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I cannot remember how I got there, but I think I got a lift.  
The front window had been smashed and whoever had done it had cut himself or herself. A trail of blood led to a 
particular shelf, on which there was a big, spare vacant spot where there used to be a $2 000 cylinder head, 
known in the trade as a Yella Tarra head, that had been stolen by this lowlife. It was just another break-in with 
another product stolen, and we patched up the window and went back to work. It was not for another couple of 
weeks, until I was going through my list of things I was about to order, when I noticed the cylinder head on the 
order list had the corresponding price of $2 000, that these burglaries really hit home. An email was about to be 
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sent to the Perth supplier to spend $2 000 that should not have needed to be spent because some mongrel stole it 
from the shelf. I thought to myself, “It looks like I’m up for 2 000 bucks anyway; why don’t I try to go about this 
in a slightly different way?” I went to the offices of the Kalgoorlie Miner and I took out an advertisement that 
stated that there was a reward of $2 000 for anybody with information leading to the arrest of the person who 
broke into Goldfields Auto Spares on the corner of Boulder Road and another street at such and such a time on 
Christmas Eve. Lo and behold, the very next morning I had a phone call from a woman who sounded as though 
she had a handkerchief over the phone. She was particularly cagey and she was inquiring about the reward that I 
had advertised in the newspaper. I instantly put her at ease and said, “Look, love, I don’t want to know who you 
are or what you are, but there is a brown paper bag with a couple of thousand bucks cash in it under my counter 
with your name on it if you give us the right information”, which she duly did. That information was then passed 
on to the police, who went to Forrest Street, Boulder, where they tipped over a pillar of our society, who not only 
had my $2 000 Yella Tarra head, but had, from memory, about $20 000 or $30 000 worth of other stolen 
products. At that time it struck me that being specific about the reward and being specific about the burglary that 
has taken place just might have the impact of flushing people out of the woodwork who have some internal 
knowledge of criminal activity. 

Fast forward to a little while ago, when I got together with all of the major stakeholders in Kalgoorlie. I called a 
meeting in my office, and I am very pleased to say that the head of Crimestoppers travelled up from Perth to 
attend that meeting, for which I am grateful. Also present were the superintendent of police, the Mayor of 
Kalgoorlie, the local government CEO, a lot of media stakeholders, and a whole heap of other people. I put the 
proposal to them that we should try very hard to raise a significant local fund in Kalgoorlie-Boulder that, on a 
weekly basis, would be used as a significant reward for people who provide information leading to the arrest of 
burglars. The concept in my mind at the time was that we would put together a fund, by going out to the mining 
companies, other businesses and other stakeholders, and we would then determine a set level of reward, which 
might, for argument’s sake, be $800—it would have to be significant. We were not talking about $40 or $50 
rewards, but $500, $600, $700 or $800 rewards. That reward figure would be set, and the local police 
superintendent would cause to be published in the Kalgoorlie Miner every Monday the burglaries that had taken 
place for the past seven days. The initiative is based on the premise that there is no honour amongst thieves, and 
that whenever somebody commits a burglary, somebody else necessarily has to know about it, given that when 
thieves steal items, they tend to want to sell them—they have to be sold to someone. Also, we know that many 
burglaries are also committed in company.  

I am pleased to say that the head of Crimestoppers indicated to me that it was a good idea and that he might even 
be prepared to put some money towards it, and that he would more than likely be prepared to use the 
Crimestoppers network to ensure that the whole system worked well. Therefore, anybody with information 
would pass that information on to Crimestoppers through the normal channels, and that information would come 
back to Kalgoorlie and a significant reward would be offered to the person who had provided it.  

This is an initiative that could be trialled in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and perhaps manifest itself into policy across 
many suburban and regional areas. It would certainly make a few of these criminals choke on their Coco Pops in 
the morning when they open the newspaper to read about the burglary they committed two days prior, and that 
somebody would receive an $800, $1 000 or $1 200 reward, as the case may be, for information leading to their 
arrest. It would certainly put the cat amongst the pigeons in the criminal community. However, the real value 
would be that we would manage to take off the streets, en masse, a whole raft of people intent on breaking into 
houses and stealing valuable property for which we work very, very hard. 

As I stand in this place, we are about to start talking to some of the major businesses and mining companies 
about putting some money together for that fund. I intend to go back to Crimestoppers in the very near future to 
try to put some finishing touches on that proposal. If we manage to get this proposal off the ground, members 
might consider watching it closely because it could be a pilot project that starts in Kalgoorlie that could work in 
other members’ electorates. Shall I continue, Mr Speaker? 

The SPEAKER: We have another two minutes available. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: What would the Speaker like me to talk about? 

Seeing as everybody is in this place, I will talk about the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital. As all members know, 
during the last election campaign the then Attorney General, who was also the Minister for Health, rode into 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder on his white horse pretending to be the white knight of the election campaign. He promised 
$40 million, no less, to totally upgrade Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital, which still today looks like it did when I 
broke my finger and attended there as a 12-year-old. The next election is nearly upon us, and we have not seen 
the $40 million, nor have we been given any comfort by the Minister for Health about that $40 million. I know 
what happened to it. It got squirreled away into the Fiona Stanley Hospital in the suburbs of Perth, because that 
is where the Labor Party — 
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Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


